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Drought in the Late Ming Dynasty and Its Impact on Henan Society

Su Xinliu

Xing Yi

Abstract : The Ming Dynasty was a very important historical period in China's feudal society. Due to its special geographical loca-

tion, natural disasters were very frequent in Henan, especially during Chongzhen period in the late Ming Dynasty, when a severe

drought took place in most parts of Henan province. The severity, scope and duration of the drought were rare in history, severely dam-

aging the agricultural production and life and social development of the time, thereby weakening national strength, intensifying social

contradictions, and eventually accelerating the demise of the Ming Dynasty. Research into the social impact and social response of the

drought in Henan during Chongzhen period can provide a reference for today’s disaster prevention and preparation, and has important

theoretical and practical significance for promoting sustainable development of agricultural production and economy in Henan.

Key words: Chongzhen period; drought; Henan society
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