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The Influence on the Writing of Chinese Literature History of

the Notion of Overseas Literature History
— Take The Cambridge History of Chinese Literature as an Example
Liu Jia

Abstract : The Cambridge History of Chinese Literature presents significant differences from the traditional Chinese literature histo-
ry, which are mainly reflected in the innovation of narrative style, the deconstruction and reconstruction of classics, the emphasis on
material culture, and the language style. The Cambridge History of Chinese Literature is the effective practice of the views of western "
literary cultural history" , postmodernism, and deconstructionism in the compilation of literature history. The academic " literary cultural
history" thought has created an important influence on the writing of contemporary Chinese literature history, and in the 1980s, Chinese
academics’ claim of " rewriting literature history" was a response to the Western literary history conception. The writing of native Chi-
nese literature history, especially of modern and contemporary Chinese literature history, began to reform and innovate, deconstruct and
reconstruct the traditional literature history from the perspective of "literary cultural history" .

Key words: The Cambridge History of Chinese Literature ; Chinese literature history; literary cultural history; rewriting literature

history ; postmodernism
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