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The Philosophical Interpretation of '"Wen Rou Dun Hou'" by Zhu Xi
Xia Xiu

Abstract: In theory, Zhu Xi associated " Wen Rou Dun Hou" with the Sphere of Saint and Ren;in practice, he regarded " Wen

Rou Dun Hou" as an important characteristics of the Sphere of Saint and interpreted it in many ways such as bearing, disposition and

words, which were quite different from the interpretations from Han to Tang Dynasties, when " Wen Rou Dun Hou" were confined to

people’s personality and interpreted ethically in dealing with other people. Zhu Xi's interpretation, to some extent, corrected the short-

comings of the political ethics interpretation mode but simultaneously he made " Wen Rou Dun Hou" opposite to Mei Ci and basically

broke the tradition of satirizing the high by poems in Confucian cultures since the Pre—Qin period. In Yuan and Ming Dynasties, the ac-

ceptance and application of Zhu Xi's theory of " Wen Rou Dun Hou" didn't reflect the rich connotation of Zhu's philosophical interpre-

tation, and then it was simplified and superficialized in terms of verbal expression, dealing with people and personality cultivation,

therefore a conservative interpretation access of " Wen Rou Dun Hou" was formed as the mainstream. In the modern academic circles,

the criticism of " Wen Rou Dun Hou" is largely targeted at the

conservative access' .
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