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Improvement of Equal and Reduced Replacement System

for Water Pollutants Discharge in China
Yu Ming
Abstract: In order to implement the total amount control system of water pollutants discharge and make up for the defects of the
regional limited approval system, the Action Plan on the Prevention and Conirol of Water Pollution proposes to establish the equal and
reduced amount replacement system for water pollutant discharge, which requires that the newly added water pollutant discharge of new
construction, reconstruction and expansion projects should be equal to or less than that of the eliminated projects. There are two prob-
lems in the current replacement system. One is the lack of provisions on the core issues such as the basic principles, standards and pro-
cedures to be followed in the replacement, and the other is the lack of clear relationship between the replacement system and other sys-

" zero loss" system of wetlands in the United States, which is also de-

tems under the total amount control system. In reference to the
signed according to the idea of replacement, China should improve the replacement system of equal and reduced replacement of water
pollutants, establish " zero increase" as the binding goal of replacement, take environmental impact assessment as a preposition proce-
dure, establish scientific replacement standards, set flexible replacement methods, and build a post—evaluation mechanism.

Key words ; total amount control ; regional limited approval ; water pollution control; equal and reduced replacement ; zero increase
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