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The Development and Characteristics of Peasant Associations in Liberated Areas

During Chinese People’s War of Liberation

Liv Ruihong

Abstract: During the period of the liberation war, peasant associations were active again in every corner of the old and new liber-

ated areas. The main reason lay in the guidance and promotion of the land reform policy of the Communist Party of China. The peasant

association system in liberated areas was mainly divided into county, district, township and village levels, and its activities mainly in-

cluded anti-rape liquidation, rent and interest reduction, land reform, mobilization of soldiers, support to the front line, developing

production and so on. The peasant associations in the liberated areas were quasi—organs of political power at the grass—roots level. Com-

pared with the peasant associations in the revolutionary period, they presented some historical characteristics, such as the sirategic way

of organization, the incompleteness of organizational system, the limitation of organizational scale and the impact of momentum.
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