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A Conceptual Review of '""Energy Justice' and Its Application
— An Analysis Based on Chinese Electricity Law and Policy
Wang Mingyuan Sun Xueyan

Abstract ; Since 1990s, reforms of power market led by developed countries such as Britain and the United States have been emer-
ging around the world. Its core goal is to strengthen the basic role of the market in energy allocation and promote the economic efficiency
of the power industry by means of " deregulation" and " asset privatization" . With the deepening of reforms and the expansion of market
forces, legislation and policy—making have increasingly " oriented" at the pursuit of economic benefits, protection of property rights and
the instrumental rationality of the law, which has resulted in a series of " market failures" problems such as abuse of market domi-
nance, unequal distribution of rights, and excessive environmental and ecological costs. Under such circumstances, the recently e-
merged theory of "energy justice" has been highly recognized by the academic community. Taking the protection of individual rights as
its value destination, and advocating fair distribution of inter—personal and inter—generational energy benefits and burdens, " energy
justice" functions as the analytical framework for government energy decision—making while providing moral goals and value rationality
for power market reform. Ever since the issue of Several Opinions on Further Deepening the Reform of the Electric Power System, the cen-
tral idea of China’s electric power legal system has gradually shifted from a high level of administrative control to moderate supervision
in the free market. Different from Western countries, the existence of " injustice" in China’s power system is mostly a result of excessive
government intervention under the planned economy. The development of the electric power legal system must take into account two as-
pects: establishing a free — competition energy distribution system under the market mechanism, and taking institutional prevention
measures to prevent serious inequality that might be caused by liberalism; protecting people’s energy rights as well as their environmen-
tal rights and inter—generational interests, and giving considerations to both energy efficiency and social welfare in energy distribution.

Key words: energy justice; electricity market; energy regulation
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