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A Sociological Analysis on Metro Safety Risks in Megacities in the New Era
Wang Bocheng Zhang Guangli

Abstract ; With the deepening development of China's social construction and economic level, the prevention and resolution of ma-
jor risks in megacities has become increasingly important in maintaining social security and social stability. In the new era, the conven-
ient subway has become an important symbol of the modern life of megacities. At the same time, the newly—emerging risk characteris-
tics, such as sudden occurrence, compound superposition, space—time compression, and comprehensive harm, are particularly promi-
nent in the field of subway safety risks: first, the randomness and unpredictability of risks; second, the overall and systematic nature of
risks;third, the large number of passengers and their weak anti-risk ability; fourth, many casualties, and the difficult emergency re-
sponse in the event of accidents. Due to different national conditions, the characteristics of subway safety risks in China’s megacities are
quite different from those in Western capitalist countries. In Western countries, the number of subway safety accidents caused by terror-
ist activities or class conflicts is relatively large and the consequences are particularly serious; in China, the subway safety accidents in
megacities are relatively mild, but the risk of malignant and serious safety accidents cannot be ignored or neglected. It is imperative to
make prevention and emergency preparations in advance.

Key words: megacity; subway safety; risk prevention and control
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