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The Transformation of Public Health Consciousness and the Construction of

the Sense of Smell in Modern Cities

Li Yongju

Abstract ; During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the public health situation in Chinese cities was poor, and people were not sensi-

tive to the sense of smell of messy environment. The Chinese intellectuals gradually agreed with modern western medical knowledge and

public health concepts, and regarded public health as a national policy to save the nation from danger since modern times.The messy

environment had medical implications and political imagination such as " disease" and "underdeveloped" , and people were becoming

more sensitive to the "stink" from dirty environment. The sense of smell of modern Chinese was gradually cultivated through the public

health movement and the physical experience.

Key words: modern times; public health in the city; stink; the sense of smell
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