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The Two Qualitative Changes in the Development of Young Marx's

Dialectical Natural View and Their Significance
Li Wenhui

Abstract: The development of Young Marx's dialectical view of nature had undergone two qualitative changes. The first occurred
during the time when Marx was writing for The Rheinische Zeitung. In this period, Marx changed his dialectical view of nature from ide-
alism to materialism. The first qualitative change did not involve the initiative of labor. The second qualitative change began with The
1844 Manuscript of Economics and Philosophy and was completed in The German Ideology. The 1844 Manuscript of Economics and Phi-
losophy revealed that practice transformed the natural world and, it demonstrated the revolutionary spirit of human beings and the world
historic significance. However, the book’s critique of Hegel was incomplete, and it failed to answer the question of " who gave birth to
the first person". In The German Ideology, Marx overcame the defects in his view of nature appeared in The 1844 Manuscript of Eco-
nomics and Philosophy and therefore formed a complete materialistic dialectical view of nature. These two qualitative changes influenced
the development of Young Marx's thought, with the achievements as the theoretical basis and methodology for the later development. As
the basic part of Marxism, these two qualitative changes are of great theoretical and practical significance.

Key words: Young Marx; dialectical natural view; the first qualitative change; the second qualitative change
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