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The Que Tribe and Its Related Issues in the Oracle Inscriptions of Yin Dynasty

Wang Jianjun

Du Jiahao

Abstract ; Among the Guozu (in today’s Zhengzhou area) recorded in the Oracle Inscriptions of the Yin Dynasty, the most abun-

dant were the recordings about the Que tribe. The inscriptions showed that the main activities of the Que were around the orders of the

king of Shang Dynasty, which were manifested in participating in the warfare and sacrificial activities, undertaking the duties of tribute

and working hard for the kings of the Shang Dynasty. The relationship between the Que tribe and Shang kingdom was relatively close.

The Que should be a patriarch of a branch family independent of the king family in the south of Shang Dynasty. As a regional center of

the Shang Kingdom, the Que tribe and the five tribes distributed in the neighboring areas formed a large network of ethnic groups. The

relationship between them can be roughly divided into military expeditionary relations and cooperative relations that have certain obliga-

tions to the royal family of the Shang Dynasty.

Key words: oracle inscriptions of the Yin Dynasty; The king of the Shang Dynasty ;the Que tribe
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