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Politics and Society in Late Qing Dynasty from the Lists of Traditional Opera

Guo Changying

Sang Huirong

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty, the traditional opera lists can be divided into three types: commercial playlists, fundraising

playlists, and hall party playlists. Commercial playlists were the most common. The contents of the lists ranged from simple to complex,

and the information contained in lists of traditional opera was increasing. The repertoire recorded in the lists could reflect the people’s

hobbies of watching traditional opera and aesthetic taste in the late Qing Dynasty. It also reflected the information of actors, advertise-

ments, theater form, performance time, etc. To a certain extent, it reflected the contents and trends of the political, economic, social

customs and daily life of the people in the late Qing Dynasty. The Lists of traditional opera are important materials for studying modern

political history, social history and the history of traditional opera.
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