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The Relations Between the Political Identification and Power .

The Reviews of Modern Western Political Philosophy
Hu Ailing

Abstract ; With the occurrence of the psychoanalysis and the development of democratic politics, the relations between the political
identification and power are becoming the focus of attention in the modern western political philosophy. Based on the antagonistic nature
of politics, Mouffe pointed out that power, being internal to the political identification, is the very premise of constricting political iden-
tification and accomplishing social integration. Other political philosophers, such as Rorty and Habermas, based on the attribute of
democratic politics, insisted that power is external to the political identification, so, demonstrating validity and constructing political i-
dentification should appeal to emotional education, reason, procedure, and so on, which illustrated that power is the last selection un-
less there is no political identification. Although they explored the relations from differential perspectives and drew various conclusions,
their arguments were convincing. By summarizing the views from all parties and deeply exploring the relations between the political i-
dentification and power, it can be realized that power and the emotional education, rational consensuses, moral and ethical values ac-
companied with it, are indispensable parts in the process of constructing political identification.
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