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Legal Adjustment of Utilization and Protection of Forest Resources in Song Dynasty

Chai Guosheng

Abstract : In Song dynasty a comprehensive legislative system was established to protect forest resources, including encouraging the

common people to plant trees, regulating logging, prohibition of deforestation, strict management, forest fire prevention, the evaluation

system of official achievements in afforestation and standardization of recycling planting and mining according to law, punishing the ille-

gal purchases and sales, and favoritism of officials, which basically guaranteed the legalization of planting, protecting and utilizing for-

ests. The space complementary in artificial and natural forests and good vegetation coverage and accumulation of abundant forest re-

sources were formed. In Song dynasty, coal was promoted and firewood cutting was reduced and a governance model of forest manage-

ment according to law, combination of coal and firewood and balance ecology was practiced, and the overall balance was achieved be-

tween energy utilization and resources and ecological protection.

Key words: Song dynasty; forest resources; ecological environment; legal adjustment
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