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The Theoretical Evolution of Gaze and Its Contradiction with Film Narration
— Focus on Zizek's Film Criticism
Chen Linxia

Abstract ; Inspired by Sartre, Lacan’s early gaze theory turned inward and psychological, and later Lacan introduced the Real to
make it a concept with special connotation. Zizek and others applied Lacan’s theory to film criticism, and followed its theoretical logic,
looking for cases of gaze from the Thing in the film. It is worth noting that unlike Lacan, Zizek paid attention to the film media. Howev-
er, there are obvious differences between film and painting such as the way of watching, and the expression of meaning. Shooting and
editing control the visual motion of the shot and the receiver; when watching a movie, it is difficult for the audience to choose the vie-
wing point freely, and there is no ideal subject position for " squint". What's more, movie narration is based on daily life experiences,
which constitutes a relatively independent and closed imaginative field; watching movies is compatible with two activities: reality / ra-
tionality / cognition / narrative function, and imagination / irrationality / emotion / experience function. It almost naturally resists the
intervention of the purely presupposed theoretical concept.

Key words:the gaze theory; the Real; life experience; theoretical presupposition
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