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Study on the Reported Speech and Its Modern Significance in the May-4th Novels

Ma Zhijun

Jin Haixue

Abstract : The May—4th novels broke through the narrative pattern of the ancient vernacular novels in the form of reporting. There

are mainly four forms: direct speech, indirect speech, free direct speech and free indirect speech. The reported speeches in the May—

4th novels are obviously conversational in nature. They frequently occur in the inner world of the characters, among the characters, or

between the characters and the narrators. They are the true representation of modern people’s self—consciousness. The reported speeches

in the May—4th novels potentially contain speeches of other people with interlaced dialogues, which display the miscellaneous language

characteristic. The deficiency of the modern subject in the cognitive structure is presented through the reported speech. This kind of i-

ronic rhetoric which does not depend on the wonderful plot has some structural significance and has a more modern color.

Key words: May—4th novels; reporting form; character speech; narrative speech; miscellaneous language ; irony
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