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On Types and Geographical Distribution of Water Wells in the Central Plains

in Qin and Han Dynasties

Shang Qunchang

Abstract: Water wells were more widely used in the production and life in Qin and Han Dynasties. According to archaeological

discoveries , the water wells were made of different materials such as earth, tile, pottery and bricks, and they were mainly distributed in

the agricultural areas, thriving cities and the handicraft industry workshops of smelting iron and pottery—making in the regions around

Mountain Song, Nanyang Basin and Southwest Huang—Huai Plain. This reflected the distribution and development of smelting iron and

pottery, and closely related to the socio—economic development and urban prosperity of that period.

Key words:(Qin and Han Dynasties; the Central Plains; water wells; geographical distribution
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