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Integrate the System to Deal with the Plight of the Rural Families Bereft

of Their Only Child
Zhao Zhongjie

Abstract : Since the implementation of the family planning policy in China, the parents who lost their only children in rural areas
have been a special vulnerable group. Due to the particularity of rural social and economic development, theses families in the dilemma
need more attention and support from the government and society. These families are faced with such problems as tense family relations ,
severe mental trauma, economic unsustainability, lack of care for their life, shortage of medical care for the elderly, poor interpersonal
relationship, difficulties in inter generational rearing, and poor legal protection of rights and interests. To solve these problems, system
construction is the best measure. Moreover, for the elderly who lost their only child in rural areas, they can enjoy basic living security
only by means of institutionalized measures. Therefore, in order to realize the special care for the rural families who lost their only chil-
dren and protect their legitimate rights and interests, we need to build an integrated social security system. The system should adhere to
the following three principles: first, give consideration to the economic assistance and services for these rural families; second, take in-
to account the individual members and the overall development of the families; third, take into account the common features and char-
acteristics of these families.

Key words :rural families bereft of their only child; integrated system; institutional guarantee; social security; social support
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