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The Change of Rural Community During Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties
Tang Qinfu
Abstract: Through the Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties, the form of rural community which was closely related to the
rural system experienced great changes. During the period of the Three Kingdoms, rural system had been severely damaged. After that,

"village chief" and "village secretary" system

Emperor Jin Wu restored the rural system for a time. During the Southern Dynasties, the
was implemented at Qi and Liang. Emperor Xiaowen of the Northern Wei Dynasty ran the Three Leaders System of the neighborhood
party, and the form of the village settling was partially restored. After the reunification of the Sui Dynasty, it was changed to the Three
Chiefs System as patriarch, township chief and Bao Zhang, which restored the form of residence in Qin and Han Dynasty as a village
living form and started the trend of settlement and regionalization. The concept and name of " cun" at least appeared during the reign of
Emperor Zhang in the Eastern Han Dynasty. During Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties, there were two rural living types: de-
fensive fortress and rural settling. The government had very limited control over the former and sometimes completely lost control, while

could effectively controlled the latter.

Key words: Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties; hamlet living; defensive fortress; rural community
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