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Poems About Abandoned Wives in The Book of Songs
and the Ominous Funeral Ceremony

Luo Jiaxiang
Abstract: Poems about abandoned wives in The Book of Songs mostly showed the emotional state and life content of women who
were abandoned by their husbands and left their families in—laws, revealing the passiveness and innocence of women in marriage, and
expressing the self—-marginalized psychology of the abandoned wives. The poems about the abandoned wives belonged to the ominous fu-
neral ceremony which was one of the traditional systems of five rites comprised of the auspicious, ominous, army, guest, and interper-

" great return" re-

sonal relationships. The contents about "retaining the car and returning the horse" , the " three not going" , and the
flected the ancient people’s design of the ritual and music system that made great efforts to reserve a way for abandoned wives to return
to their families and bring them back into the social order, maintaining the family ethics such as respect, compassion, and filial piety.
This kind of ritual and music system, which put the issue of abandoned wives in families for reflection and solution, preserved decency

for the people involved and made them feel the warmth of society.

Key words: The Book of Songs; poems about abandoned wives; the ominous funeral ceremony; family; social repair
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