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The Amendment and Judicial Application of Contract Interpretation Rules in Civil Code
Tian Ye

Abstract : According to the theories of objectivism, civil and commercial integration and autonomy of will, the Civil Code has made

several major amendments to the contract interpretation rules in the contract law. It not only changes the goal of contract interpretation,

but also clarifies the applicable order of contract interpretation rules. It adds the interpretation rules of contract nature, and adopts com-

prehensive interpretation mode for different text contracts. In the application of the interpretation rules, the real purpose of contract in-

terpretation can be achieved by refining the specific interpretation rules for the contradiction between the text and meaning of the con-

tract, using other interpretation rules when the meaning of the contract is not clear, and strictly distinguishing the relationship between

the interpretation of the contract and the application of law. The Civil Code establishes the contract interpretation rules which give priori-

ty to literal interpretation and consider system interpretation, nature interpretation, purpose interpretation, customary interpretation and

good faith interpretation. It is of great theoretical and practical significance to protect and promote market transactions, restrict judges’

discretion, unify judicial rules and safeguard judicial fairness and authority.

Key words: Civil Code; rules of contract interpretation; objectivism theory; rules of adjudication
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