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Mordern Transformation of Taoism Concept of Wu Wei

Gao Wengiang

Li Yanping

Abstract : The concept of Lao Zi; is one of the core concepts of Taoism. Since it was constructed philosophically by Lao Zi and in-

terpreted by generations of Taoists, it has formed relatively stable value system. While in modern times, the value system represented

by the " Wu Wei" concept has begun to shake and even has been swept away in the context of national survival and development. By

combing the literature especially in the three periods of the Opium War, the Reform Movement and the New Culture Movement, this pa-

per has found out that the concept of Wu Wei in modern times has experienced three stages of classical inheritance, the mutual argu-

ment between China and the West and the paradox of meaning, mainly manifested in the mutual fusion and interpretation of the three

themes of " administration" , " freedom" and " construction" . In the process of mutual fusion, on one hand, Wu Wei has gained novel

meaning space, but on the other hand, its own reason—ability is gradually retreated and eventually it is transformed into the specific be-

haviour mode in the specific time and space from the core concept of universal value.

Key words: Wu Wei; administration; freedom; construction
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