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An Analysis of the Selection Examination of Chinese Overseas Students in the Early Years

of the Republic of China and Its Influence
Zhu Xiaodong

Abstract ; Overseas students played an important role in the political arena in the early years of the Republic of China. In order to

meet the needs of politics and attach importance to the group of overseas students, the Beiyang government followed the same method of

selecting students studying abroad of the Qing Dynasty, and held a selection examination for overseas students. But the hasty holding,

the lax selective standard, the tortuous distribution and appointment were very complex and confusing. The Beiyang government held the

examination for selecting students studying abroad only once. It was not only the sublation of selecting system of the Qing Dynasty, but

also the transition to the civil service examination held later. Objectively, it laid the foundation for the development of the civil service

examination system in modern times.

Key words : Beiyang government ; overseas students; selection examination
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