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Ci Xin Construction: the Intercontextual Relationship Between Qin Guan’s

Life—changing Experiences and His Poetic Style and Its Meaning in Poetry History
Wang Wei

Abstract:Ci Xin, a significant term in the study of Qin Guan’s poems, was initially proposed by Feng Xi through the means of
summarizing critical ideologies of previous scholars and taking Fu Xin of Sima Xiangru as a guide. Characterized by sensitive tempera-
ment and life-changing circumstances, Ci Xin had a tremendous impact on poem writing and shift of poetry style. Scholars including
Shen Zengzhi, Kuang Zhouyi and Wang Guowei discussed the concept and content of Ci Xin from different perspectives, enriching and
developing its poetry connotation and making it mobilized. In the creative context of " integrating life experiences with poetry" , the syn-
chronization of Qin Guan’s life-changing experiences and the shift of his poetry style was established. Assisted by Ci Xin, the phased
characteristics of ups and downs in Qin Guan’s life were observed in the shift of poetry style which went through frippery and elegance
in his early years to whine and self—pity, then moved to depression and sadness, and ended with grief and sorrow in the later years. It
was argued that Ci Xin upgraded aesthetics of Qin Guan’s poems and contributed to his prominent status as a poet from the period of
Yuan You to Chong Ning in the Song Dynasty.

Key words: Qin Guan; enrichment and development of Ci Xin; life-changing experiences; shift of poetry style; status in the po-

etry history
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