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The Trend of Popular Literature in the New Period and the Transformation
of Contemporary Chinese Literature

Tong Wancun
Abstract : The rise of popular literature was an important literary phenomenon in the new period and posed a profound challenge to

the contemporary literary order that had previously relied on the "

integrated" literary system. The literary trend of popular literature
which began in 1985 promoted the transformation of contemprary literatre production mechanism, literature concepts and literature criti-
cism paradigm. This literary trend discussed heatedly the " popularity" of popular literature, the commerciality of popular literature, the
aesthetic function of popular literature, changes in the new literary pattern and " literariness" . In the discussion of popular literature,
the literary world not only launched a reflection on the practice of literature and art in the new period, but also conducted a systematic
discussion and reflection on the literary concepts since the May Fourth New Literature, left—wing literature and contemporary literature.
In this process, the original "integration" and "unified purchase and sale" production mechanisms of contemporary literature disinte-
grated , and the aesthetic function of contemporary literature changed from an emphasis on political & educational functions to a multiple
symbiosis of education, entertainment, aesthetics; The literary criticism paradigm of contemporary literature has shifted from a " revolu-

tionary" paradigm to a " modernization" paradigm that emphasizes " aesthetics" and " modernity."

Key words:the new period; popular literature; literary trend; literary production mechanism; paradigm shift
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