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Readers and the Canonization of the Four Tang ''Single Poems"
Pan Weili

Abstract: Many poets in the Tang Dynasty, who were talented but in low official position, can always be regarded as masters by
virtue of an excellent work, such as Wang Wan, Cui Hao, Chang Jian and Zhang Ji. Due to the discovery and admiration of readers in
previous dynasties, they stood out among many poets in the Tang Dynasty by virtue of one of their own poems, namely Passing by the
Northern Mountains, the Yellow Crane Tower, Monks' Abode in Poshan Temple and Night Mooring at Maple Bridge. There were three
types of readers who played important roles in the process of canonization: the first was those who discovered the artistic charm and u-
nique value of these works, and recommended them to contemporary readers, which greatly affected the collection of later generations’
anthologies; The second type was the celebrities who strongly recommended or gave endless values to these works, whose admiration
made these poems get more attention; The Third was the elites who carved poems in the actual places and countless people led by them.
There were many poems carved in Beigu Mountain in Zhenjiang, Yellow Crane Tower in Wuhan, Poshan Temple in Changshu and Han-
shan Temple in Suzhou, besides, there were many scenic spots named after poems. When readers recite one poem over and over again
in these scenic spots, they will reconfirm and strengthen the canonization of these poems. Every reader’s approval contributes to the
canonization of the poem.

Key words: Tang poetry; readers; canonization of literature ; reading history of Tang poetry
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