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Research on the Tone and Access of Interpreting Tao Yuanming's Image

in the English—speaking World
— Take T'ao Ch'ien's Drinking Poetry Written by Hightower as an Example
Liu Lili
Abstract: 7" ao Ch'ien's Drinking Poetry written by Hightower, the American Sinologist, is the source of interpreting Tao Yuan-
ming’s image in the Anglosphere world and highlights the tone of studying T'ao Ch’ien’s Poems in the English language. This article
makes a detailed analysis of Tao Yuanming's intricate inner world in his choice of resigning to the fields in his tough life, and holds that
the artistic image created by the poet is unreal, but rather, aims to "write a biography and remain immortal" . Hightower examines the
poet in a value system and background different from the traditional Chinese culture, and presents a western approach of studying the
Chinese literature from the perspective of " the other" , which profoundly affects the western tone of studying Tao Yuanming's poetry and
remarkably distinguishes itself from the way of Chinese domestic scholars who incline to read his works in a positive way due to advoca-
ting the poet’s great character. Hightower interprets and constructs Tao Yuanming’s image mainly by exploring his character through in
—depth analysis of the works, and by fully understanding the poetry from the perspective of intertextuality. Based on Hightower’s re-
search, western scholars put forward more rich and complex ways to interpret the traditional Chinese image of Tao Yuanming, and thus

construct an " alternative" Tao Yuanming image.

Key words:Tao Yuanming; James Robert Hightower; Drinking Poetry; American sinology

162



