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Buddhist Monastery, Power and Literature. the Formation of Ci—en Poetry

and Its Historical Value in Tang Poetry Creation
Zhu Yiwen Bai Hongxiu

Abstract ; Ci’en Temple, built during the reign of Li Shimin, was a Buddhist monastery for the royal families to pray at the earlier
times. Then it became the site for Xuanzang to translate Buddhist scriptures and for Confucius and Buddhas in the capital to hold activi-
ties. Music culture thrived in high Tang and lots of entertainment activities were held here. The royal authority of Ci’en Temple was
gradually dispelled, and it became a place for folk entertainment. In Jinglong Period, intellectuals of Jinglong literature institution crea-
ted the poems related with Ci’en Temple, the quantity of which was 30. Wild goose pagoda scrawl led to the personal writing situation
of Ci'en poetry creation with pluralistic subjects and free feelings. The buliding of Ci’en Temple and the changes of its function led to
the formation and the contents change of Ci’en Temple poetry. It is helpful to better understand the relationship between geographical
space and literature generation, and for the further supplement about poetry in Tang Dynasty by investigating the relationship between
Ci'en Temple and Ci’en Temple poetry.

Key words:Ci'en Temple; Ci'en Temple poetry; geographical space; literature Tang poetry history
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