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Sacred Rituals and Literary Classics

—A Discussion about Creation of Sima Xiangru's Fengshanwen and Its Canonization

Wang Yunliang

Zheng Ruijuan

Abstract ; Fengshan was the national ceremony with sacred symbolism, and in the middle of Hanwudi’ s reign, the thought of

Fengshan surged. Influenced by the atmosphere of the times, Sima Xiangru wrote Fengshanwen with the solemn attitude of writing a

classic work. This article was profound and elegant, and argued that Fengshan must be held at that time through both ways of heaven

and people. As a typical example of the genre, it spread widely and was established as a model for later generations. The complex of

Fengshan was deep-rooted in Medieval emperors and officials, so Fengshanwen has been accepted, interpreted and applied continuous-

ly. It kept its classic status all the time and was considered the symbol of great virtue gradually. After the Song Dynasty, the passion for

Fengshan was not intense any more, and Fengshanwen was quite controversial, yet its status as a canon was never unstable and the peo-

ple of Qing Dynasty still recorded it into books for study and appreciation. As the classics of Fengshan literature , Fengshanwen was a-

dored in thousands years, and it radiated brilliant glory as the unique existence of medieval literature.

Key words: Fengshan; Fengshanwen ; national ceremony; symbol of great virtue; canonization
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