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The Maintenance of Property Rights of Land and Houses and the Demise

of the System of the Untouchables in Song Dynasty
Ge Jinfang
Abstract : During the Song Dynasty, the property rights of land and houses were frequently traded. The government established a

Wu Yeguo

complete legal system in the transaction process of protecting land and house property rights, and the laws for safeguarding ownership

" subjects"

were more standardized and institutionalized. However, due to the existence of the higher law, the property rights of the
during Hui Zong and Li Zong periods were often infringed on. Legislation on property rights transactions in land and houses, especially
the " Tiansheng Five—year Edict" , maintained the status of tenant farmers in the field of contract leasing from the perspective of the le-
gal system. It gave tenant farmers the freedom of migration and promoted the geographical movement of tenants. This gave birth to the
society's concept of protecting the rights of tenant farmers, laborers, and maidens. They were included in the household registration sys-
tem and became an organic component of the five—class household system. Ultimately, they had basic personal rights. The protection of
property rights of land and houses eventually led to the abolition of the slave system in the early Southern Song Dynasty.

Key words: " Tiansheng Five—year Edict" ; the trade of the property rights of land and houses; the system of untouchables; the

tenant status
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