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The Doctrine and Art of Zi Chan and the Primitive Confucian Spirit
Liv Zhiwet Li Xiaobai

Abstract : The Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period were in the " Axis Age" of human civilization. As a great
man of that age, Zi Chan combined the theory with reality and adapted himself to the changing circumstance, with that lofty ideal of
saving the world and the political courage of sacrificing for the country in the transmutation period. With his efforts, the Kingdom of
Zheng stood among the kingdoms in that age. His political thoughts had not only the characteristic of humanism foresight in the " Axial
Age" , but also the high value of practical rationality. He inherited the essence of sage’s doctrine and method that respected the Zhou
and Shang Dynasties and valued ritual and virtue, and guided the Confucian school of thought represented by Confucius. His practical
rationality that united knowledge and action, set up a model for the Confucian scholars to pursue the ideal of ruling the world fairly. He
insisted on "Rite" and " Method" , and then formed the method to save politics regarded highly by the later politicians. As it were, Zi
Chan was the important representative of the centre plains root culture’ inheritance and innovation in the Spring and Autumn Period, the
"sage" personality model of virtue culture in Pre—qgin Period, who had a significant influence on the development of the later civiliza-
tion.

Key words:Zi Chan; primitive Confucian spirit; doctrine; art
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