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Three Theories of Sun Qifeng’s Thought
Lin Cunyang

Abstract: The great turmoil during the historical process from Ming Dynasty to Qing Dynasty had a huge impact on many levels of
society, especially for scholars infiltrating the Confucian cultural tradition. Facing the difficult problems of this era, Sun Qifeng, the
"North Academic Centre" and the " Master of Confucianism in North Area of Yellow River" , with a new interpretation of " the sense of
shame" , " personal bias" , and " courage" , had shown how to be an upright man, how to pursue studies and how to deal with affairs.
He emphasized that " sense of shame" was the first meaning of life; " personal bias" based on one’s own prejudice and self-righteous-
ness was the first " malady" to be treated; " courage" was a crucial, underlying factor in handling affairs and compiling history. These
ideas or concepts not only had a salient significance to correct the accumulated malpractice at the time, but also had a positive impact
on later generations. Even until modern and contemporary times, some scholars have made coincident responses to this problem.

Key Words: Sun Qifeng; sense of shame; personal bias; courage and insight
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