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Reflection on the Hypothesis of Agenda Setting Function in the New Communication Pattern

Liv Xiubing

Liu Xingfang

Abstract : The function of agenda setting is a theoretical hypothesis created by American communication scholars McCombs and

Shaw in the 1970s and widely popular. It originated from the scientific background of the third paradigm. After scientific research has

entered the fourth paradigm and a new communication pattern has been formed, the various adverse effects of the agenda setting and its

theoretical flaws have gradually emerged. It is urgent to correct the source and thoroughly reflect. We must be guided by Marxist episte-

mology, insist that the agenda come from practice, be guided by social needs and public attention, respect the people’s dominant posi-

tion, focus on issues, pool ideas, and strive to give full play to the due function of agenda setting.

Key Words:new communication pattern; the fourth paradigm; agenda setting function; calculation
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