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The Public Dilemma of Township Government’s Power Expansion Reform

and Its Transcendence

Zhang Let

Tang Jinghua

Abstract: The reform of township government power expansion is a process of readjusting the relationship between the power and

responsibility of counties and townships, which aims to reasonably divide the boundary between the power and responsibility of township

government and enhance the publicity of the grass—roots political power system. However, the reform of township government power ex-

pansion in the field of practice puts too much emphasis on the responsibility sinking of county—level departments, which leads to the

contradiction between overload operation and duty idling of township government. The reform of township government’s power expansion

presents the dilemma of insufficient publicity in the four dimensions of value, goal, subject and method: first, the value orientation

which emphasizes efficiency and ignores quality; second, the villagers’ lack of participation in the main dialogue; third, the tendency

of departmentalism in goal setting; fourth, the low institutionalization defect in method application. By providing public services, impro-

ving the public system, strengthening villagers’ participation and optimizing the allocation of resources, the publicity of township gov-

ernment’s power expansion reform can be constructed, and then the social governance and service ability of township government can be

improved.

Key words : township governments; power expansion reform; administrative system; publicity



