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Cai Jing’'s Salt Law Reform and Centralized Financial Power
in the Northern Song Dynasty

Yang Xiaomin

Abstract ; Observing from the viewpoint of centralization, it can be noticed that Cai Jing's Salt Law Reform started with developing
the market for operations, rectifying the business circumstance, and enhancing revenue. The reform attempted to eliminate the difficul-
ties of high operating costs, high salt prices, and poor quality that existed in the inquiry approach since the establishment of the North-
ern Song Dynasty, as well as the weaknesses of the salt tax revenue of the Government of Commerce Law, maximizing salt profits.
Meanwhile, Cai Jing's Salt Law Reform ,by utilizing the technique of changing salt banknotes by posting, extorting, circulating, and
other methods, returned the income of table salt, which was initially an essential regional financial source, and the profits of merchants
to the central government as much as possible, realizing the centralization of financial power in the salt region. This provided guarantee
for the huge financial expenditure including the military fees of the Northern Song Central Government to some extent.
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