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A Study on the Governance
of Han Buddhist Monks and Nuns in the Qianlong Reign

Liv Yuewu

Abstract : During the reign of Emperor Qianlong, a strict policy against Buddhist monks and nuns was adopted, which not only

vigorously promoted the system of Du Die, but also severely punished illegal monks and nuns. The governance policy of Han Buddhist

monks and nuns in the Qianlong reign did go through a process of restriction and reduction in the early stage, loosening the bondage and

seeking for other solutions in the middle and late stages. No matter what turns it took, the emperor’s policy identity of showing the same

Confucianism and Buddhism through " protecting Buddhism" , and his aim to realize the goals of instructing the people and ruling

through kingly way, were never changed. Although the actual effects of the policy presented advantages and defects, it had a far-reac-

hing impact on the later society.

Key Words: Qianlong reign; Chinese Buddhism monk and nun; Du Die system
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