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Textual Research on the Doctrine of '"Heavy Taxation' in

Yuanzhou Prefecture in the Ming Dynasty

Miao Shumei
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Abstract: At the beginning of the Ming Dynasty, there was no serious heavy taxation in Yuanzhou prefecture due to political pun-

ishment or misreporting of measurement units. Under the specific geographical conditions and socio—economic background of the early

Ming Dynasty, Yuanzhou Prefecture was generally at the same level with other Prefectures’ tax burdens and was not sufficient to con-

struct a "heavy taxation" narrative. The reality and discourse of Yuanzhou prefecture’s heavy taxation was the deterioration of its own

tax burden environment since the determination of the original amount of taxes, and the growth, development and finalization of the

huge gap in the development of the Jiangxi region compared with the actual burden of other prefectures. Although the narrative of " heav-

y taxation" was based on comparison, the end point was still the actual benefits of Yuanzhou's reduction of taxes.
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