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Ethical Reflection on the Cultural Thoughts of Consumerism
Chen Weihong

Abstract ; Consumerism, as a cultural trend of thought, refers to the acquisition of goods, especially luxury goods for non—surviv-

al, and the over—possession and unlimited consumption of materials as the highest purpose of life, and highlighting the status of the way

of life and values in the process of purchasing and displaying the new goods. The observed social reality and the studies of culture, soci-

ology and economics show that consumerism culture has a profound and significant impact on the economic and social development of

contemporary China as well as personal life style and values. The purpose of ethical reflection on consumerism culture is to reveal the

essential characteristics of the new consumption ethics constructed by consumerism. From the perspective of cultural morphology, con-

sumerism is a form of expression of materialistic culture; from the perspective of values, consumerism advocates the values of hedonism

and egoism; from the perspective of the relationship between people and things, consumerism leads to human alienation; from the per-

spective of the relationship between consumption and human rights, consumerism creates a false illusion of freedom and equality.

Key words : consumerism; materialism; values; human alienation; freedom and equality
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