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The Evolution of Ritual and Music System in Han Dynasty Viewed

from the Unearthed Musical Instruments of Han Dynasty
Chen Yan Qiao Jun

Abstract : According to the musical instruments of the Han Dynasty through the literature and archaeology, the ritual and music
system of Han Dynasty inherited the ritual music of Zhou Dynasty, but it also had its own characteristics. The Ritual and Music System
of Han Dynasty was obviously more influenced by political factors than by other factors such as economy and region. In the Western Han
Dynasty, the hierarchy of rites was more strict, showing the absolute monarchy and the supreme authority of imperial power. With the
development of economy, the progress of social times and the opening up of the Silk Road, especially during the period of Emperor Wu-
di, Yue Fu expanded and changed its functions, the natural function of music in the Han Dynasty was more secular, focusing on peo-
ple’s enjoyment of music, which paid attention to music for people to enjoy, and opened up the prosperous and diversified music devel-
opment mode with elegant and vulgar coexistence of the Han Dynasty.

Key Words: The Han Dynasty; musical instruments; Ritual and Music System
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