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Re-education of Chinese Opera Artists in the Early Period

of the Founding of New China
Cai Hongxia

Abstract : Opera artists are the guardians of traditional Chinese culture and the indispensable force for the reform of opera and the
construction and consolidation of the new regime. However, in the early days of the founding of New China, their loose thinking and low
level of knowledge and culture were not able to adapt to the new requirements of the political and social construction of New China.
Therefore, the Communist Party of China and the people’s government, guided by the Marxist view of literature and art, carried out i-
deological and cultural re—education of opera artists. They not only actively organized the vast number of opera artists to conduct politi-
cal study and professional training, but also gradually formed their general political identity with the new country and the new regime
through emotional mobilization activities such as " complaining" and solid political and social reform practice. Moreover, the opera art-
ists became an important literary and art publicity force that the CCP and the GOC can unite and lead, which laid a good foundation for
establishing a brand new political prestige and political image of the CCP and the GOC in the grass—roots society.

Key Words: the early period of New China; Chinese opera artists; re—education; political identity
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