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Marital Network and Family Literature Development

— Take the Shen Family in Changxi, Xiushui as an Example

Xu Jingpin

Abstract ; As a renowned literary family in Jiangnan in Ming Dynasty, the Shen family in Changxi, Xiushui wove the father’s,

mother’s and wife’s families into a marital network. The establishment of this kind of marital relationships had a direct impact on the es-

tablishment of family traditions and the intellectual development of the family, therefore, when the literary families chose a family to u-

nite by marriage, the prior factors to be considered were the imperial examination background and cultural atmosphere of the latter. Be-

sides, social position, literary influence, and the residence location of the target family and how far it is related to the family were also

to be considered. The marital network of the Shen family expanded the social circle of its family members, enhanced their literary posi-

tion and, to some extent, promoted the development of regional literature.

Key words: the Shen family in Changxi; marital network ; family literature ; literary family
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