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Innovation of Governance Paths of Predatory Journals

Long Mingxia

Abstract: The widespread of predatory journals is becoming a global problem, and how to govern them has aroused extensive con-

cern in academic circles at home and abroad. From the perspective of principal—agent theory, the cause of predatory journals lies in the

fact that authors’ article processing charge breaks the restriction mechanism of the dual principal —agent relationship among authors—

journals—readers, and the opportunistic behavior of journals leads to the failure of principal—agent operation.The key to governing pred-

atory journals lies in the sound operation of principal —agent relationship among authors —journals —readers. The specific accesses in-

clude: optimizing the incentive mechanism to promote the integration of interests, opening peer review to enhance the transparency of

the agency process, building whitelist/blacklist jointly to improve market supervision and strengthening academic publishing literacy to

enhance the decision—making ability of the agent.

Abstract : predatory journals; principal—agent theory; open access
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