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Maintain Ritual Propriety and Seek Benevolence :

The Early Confucians’ Forming the Political Virtue Nature of ''Shi"
Rong Huzhi Wang Zhongjiang

Abstract: "Shi" showed a high degree of continuity in ancient Chinese political reason and cultural inheritance. " Shi" originally
came from the patriarchal aristocracies who undertook the state affairs and evolved into a huge and complex group of "intellectuals" af-
ter experiencing two major divisions in the aristocracy and social culture. With the roles of " scholars" and " officials" , they assumed
the functions of political and social convergence and enlightenment, and then became the main carrier of China’s unique political histo-
ry and culture. The early Confucians embedded " Shi" into " Li Zhi" system with the unity of custom, ritual and law, carried out a very
clear rational reflection on "Shi" from the aspects of individual moral cultivation, lifestyle of community and operating of politics, and
shaped their political virtues such as the awareness of adversity, teaching people to be good, loyalty and courtesy, resisting the situation
with virtue and timely success and failure. Thus, it promoted the realistic attitude and political rationality of Chinese traditional political

"

culture and played a guiding role in the formation of the later " Chinese ancient intellectuals " culture.

Key words: Shi; Confucianists; political virtue; Li; law
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