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A New Exploration of the Poems in the Sacrificial Ceremony

of King Wen of the Western Zhou Dynasty
Li Zhe

Abstract : The three poems, Qingmiao, Weitianzhiming and Weiging, were sung at the ceremony honoring King Wen of the West-
ern Zhou Dynasty, which focused on praising King Wen's virtues, destiny and military exploits respectively. Weiging was the lyrics to
King Wen Xiang Music, which also included Qingmiao. Based on * Three Xiang Music’ mentioned in Lv Shi Chun Qiu and a ritual of
poetry called Three Movement, there existed a way of naming with the first poem’s title, which referred to the title of the whole series
of three poems. As a result, the lyrics of King Wen Xiang Music were a set of three poems including Qingmiao and Weiging. We-
itianzhiming , closely linked with Qingmiao and Weiging both in content and rhetoric, was the only one among the The Book of Songs
that stood a chance of being included in King Wen Xiang Music. This poem was sung by musicians during the ancestor worship ceremo-
ny, its melody being ‘ Three Xiang Music’ and its dance being King Wen Xiang Dance.
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