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"Free Theory' of Network Literature and the Symptoms of Digital Capitalism

Li Yangquan

Abstract: In the past two years, network literature has begun to try the free model. From the history of network literature, the

"free theory" shows many faces. The first two " free theories" show the network’s shared culture trying to deconstruct copyright, but the

current one shows the symptoms of digital capitalism. The " free theory" is intended to expand the base of users. With the help of the

big data distribution system, a large number of users’ data have generated advertising value, also brought users’ free digital labor for lit-

erary websites, and strengthened its platform position in digital capitalism. The vision of digital capitalism helps to reflect on the ideo-

logical discourse in network participation culture. The free model has access to more readers, which may change the literary life of the

society, but on the whole, it makes some difficulties for the development of network literature.

Key words : network literature; free theory; digital capitalism
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