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Ethical Interpretation of the Third Distribution
Sun Chunchen

Abstract: The third distribution is directly related to the ethical goal of promoting the common prosperity of all social members.

Since primary distribution and redistribution cannot change the trend of unfair distribution and widening gap between the rich and the

poor, it is inevitable to further play the role of the third distribution in order to promote social equity and justice. The third distribution

has a strong moral color. It is a spontaneous moral practice of social members with distribution justice as the core. Charity and voluntary

service are the main forms of the third distribution. The third distribution, based on charity, is more aimed at common prosperity and

wealth distribution justice in material life. The third distribution, based on voluntary service, is more aimed at the common prosperity of

spiritual life and the improvement of social morality.

Key words: the third distribution; ethics; moral; charity; voluntary service
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