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FERH. T A

Study on the Cause of the Collapse of Qin Dynasty from the Perspective

of Institutional Change
Zou Fudu Kong Dechao

Abstract ; Since the Han Dynasty, worthy predecessors of successive dynasties have made evaluation and discussion on the reasons
of Qin’s short life from many respects. In general, two attributions are most convincing. The first one is " tyrannical rule" represented
by cruel torture and numerous labor and military services, and the second one is " Qin system" manifested by " abolish enfeoffment and
set province and county". However, the short life of Qin Dynasty needs to be further investigated. From the perspective of institutional
change, the causes of Qin’s collapse can be attributed to three aspects; First, "institutional burt". Specifically, the imperial system of
Qin lacked necessary supervision, coupled with the limitation of First Emperor of Qin’s personal cognition, resulting in a failure of
making sound judgment and choice in the face of a new national situation, and the imbalance of the country’s overall institutional frame-
work ; Second, the "urgent politics" of the First Emperor forcibly deprived the process of " system testing" link in institutional change,
and ignored a certain buffer period that the path dependence of the system of enfeoffment required. It failed to grasp the basic laws of
the transformation or transition of the old and new systems. Third, failure of system operation mechanism which caused institutional cost
to increase ceaselessly. As a result, the burden on the whole country was getting heavier. It is undeniable that violence and the lack of
benevolence accelerated the demise of Qin. Nevertheless, the root cause of Qin’s collapse must be comprehensively investigated from
the aspects of system design and adaptability efficiency of institution.

Key words:; institutional change; Qin’s collapse; institutional burt; path dependence; institutional cost
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