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The Reason for the Ethics of Refugees: Moral Obligation,

Humanitarian Care and Systematic Responsibility
Zhang Yongyt

Abstract : The reason for the ethics of refugees is one of the core issues of the ethics of refugees, which deeply involves the philo-
sophical and legal foundation of the refugee relief responsibility , mainly including moral obligation theory, humanitarian care theory and
systematic responsibility theory. Moral obligation theory is based on deontology and the theory of justice, with the theory of boundary
skepticism and the theory of citizen privilege as the theoretical principle, appeals for moral equality, and advocates that the refugee re-
lief responsibility is a high—value moral obligation; humanitarian care theory is based on mutualism, consequentialism, philanthropy
and realism, emphasizes community autonomy and national interests, and advocates basic and necessary humanitarian care; based on
platform theory, malfunction doctrine, and international ethical framework, systematic responsibility theory uses systematic responsibili-
ty to explain the reason for the ethics of refugees and advocates the systematic responsibility of sovereign states under the trinity of pow-
er, responsibility and benefit. There is a structural conflict between the moral equality appeals of the moral obligation theory and the
specific contractual relationship; there is difficulty for the weak morality and soft responsibility of humanitarian care theory in resolving
the severe refugee crisis; the systematic responsibility theory includes the acquiescence of the global compact community and responds
to the reason for the ethics of refugees with a more solid foundation.

Key words: ethics of refugees; moral obligation; humanitarian care; systematic responsibility; international ethics
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