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The Evolution of the Thought of Yellow River Governance in Ancient China

Tian Bing

Abstract:In ancient China, the Yellow River governance thoughts included dredging thought, diverting thought, confluence

thought and whole basin governance thought. From pre—Qin period to the middle of Ming Dynasty, the thought of diverting method of

Yellow River governance experienced a process of gestation, proposal, maturity and gradual improvement in practice. In the middle and

late Ming Dynasty, its disadvantages gradually emerged. Confluence thought became the dominant thought in the middle and late Ming

Dynasty, but it was limited to the governance of the lower Yellow River. Therefore, in the middle and late Ming Dynasty, the whole ba-

sin governance thought began to sprout and was attached importance to by the Qing Dynasty people, which had an important influence

on the later river governance thought.

Key words: ancient times; the Yellow River; the ecological protection of the Yellow River; thoughts of the Yellow River govern-

ance
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