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Cold Weapon Technology Control and Its Influence on Wars

in Song, Jin, and Yuan Dynasties

Xu Jianxin

Abstract: The Song Dynasty had strict control over technically complex weapons of mass destruction such as bows and crossbows.

The Song army made a series of improvements and innovations to the divine crossbow and other crosshow weapons to cope with the mili-

tary struggle with the northern regimes. At the same time, the Jurchen and Mongolian armies also reacted to this. Their main measures

were both imitation and enhancement of cavalry tactics. Ultimately, this contributed to alternate advances in weapons technology and

military tactics. The Song army tried to maintain the advantage of the bow over the cavalry utilizing technical control but eventually lost

due to the defeat at the battle level. Although it was copied, the Jin—Yuan army, which used cavalry as the principal means of combat,

did not pay enough attention to the divine crossbow.

Key words:Song, Jin and Yuan Dynasties; technology control; divine crosshow; the war results
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