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A New Interpretation of the First Chapter of Xinian in Tsinghua Bamboo Slips

Zhang Jingren

Abstract ; King Wu of Zhou Dynasty wrote Diji (7755 ) to offer sacrifices to the God, which was the innovation of inheriting the tra-

dition in showing respect to Heaven in Zhou Dynasty, and the important initiatives of crusade against Shang Dynasty. Showing respect to

Heaven also meant protecting people. There were internal relations between the two. The idea contained triple relationship here; the first

was the Heaven and King, the second ,the King and People, and the third, Heaven and People. The third relationship determined the

other two kinds of relations. In people’s consciousness of Zhou Dynasty, the Heaven was basically identical to the People. Showing re-

spect to Heaven meant protecting people and Vice Versa. During the Periods of Zhou Li Wang and Zhou Xuan Wang, they abandoned

Dijili (#%54L) , which meant the ruin of the systems of early years of Zhou Dynasty. The author of Xinian insisted that abandoning of
Dijili( T EEXL) cause the decline of Western Zhou Dynasty, which embodied some truth.

Key words: Diji( 7% ) , showing respect to Heaven, protect people, Xinian of Tsinghua Bamboo Slips
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